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THE ARMY HOSPITAL CORPS.
It may possibly remain in the minds of some of our

readers that we have, on a former occasion, spoken of
the desirability of a separate organization of a Hospital
and Ambulance Corps for the Army. The necessity for
a distinct organization, composed of men specially en-

listed for such a corps, and under the immediate con-
trol of the medical staff, was abundantly demonstrated
during our late war.

The last Congress passed an act providing for a

Hospital Corps, and General Order No. 56 has just
been issued from the headquarters of the Army con-

taining a long series of rules and regulations for its
government.
The Hospital Corps is to consist of hospital stewards,

acting hospital stewards, and privates. All hospital
services in garrison and in the field are to be per-
formed by its members, who are to be regularly en-

listed and permanently attached to the Medical De-
partment. In time of war, the Corps is to perform
the necessary ambulance service under such officers of
the Medical Department and assistants as may be de-
tailed to direct it.

Candidates for the position of acting hospital steward
must pass a satisfactory examination as to physical
condition and general fitness, and, in addition, in phar-
macy, care and use of meteorological instruments and
hospital and field appliances, the methods of rendering
first aid to the sick and wounded, and the ordinary
modes of cooking. No person shall be appointed a

hospital steward until he has demonstrated his fitness
for the position by service of not less than a year as

acting hospital steward, and, in addition, he must

pass an examination in the elementary principles of
hygiene, including ventilation, heating, and disinfect-
ing, the priuciples of materia medica, therapeutics,
and minor surgery, and the administration of anaes-

thetics. Their duties are, in brief, to care for hospi-
tal property, distribute stores and supplies, and super-
vise the Hospital Corps in hospital and in the field.
The privates of the Hospital Corps are to be enlisted

like other enlisted men of the Army, but are to be
taken by preference from men who have served, at
least, one year in the line, preferably as company-
bearers, and they must pass an examination as to gen-
eral intelligence and aptitude for the duties which they
will be expected to perform. Privates enlisted for
the Hospital Corps who have not received, at least,
one year's military instruction in the Army, shall
serve as privates for that period in a company sta-
tioned at one of three designated forts. After one

year's service in the Hospital Corps, privates who
have displayed particular merit will be recommended
for promotion, and from those thus recommended, acting
hospital stewards will be appointed. Members of the
Hospital Corps will be instructed by the medical
officers in the duties required of them, and will not be
required to perform other military duties than those
pertaining to their corps.
From each company of the line, four privates are to be

selected by the company commander, with the concur-

rence of the post-surgeon, as " company-bearers."
These men are to be instructed, under the supervision
of the surgeon, in the duties of litter-bearers, and
in first aid to the sick and wounded, but shall not be
relieved from their regular military duties, the object
being to insure the constant presence with the com-

pany of a number of men who can, in emergencies,
render temporary aid. During an engagement, the
company-bearers shall render first aid to the wounded,
or carry them to the rear, until relieved by members
of the Hospital Corps.
At every post, the Hospital Corps will be repre-

sented. The very least representation at the smallest
post, being one hospital steward, three privates, and
one regulation ambulance.
Article 25 of the rules and regulations will be rec-

ognized by surgeons of the late war as of special im-
portance. It is as follows :
" The ambulance and harness shall be under the

immediate control of the senior medical officer of the
command, and shall not be used for any purpose other
than the transportation of the sick and wounded, the
recreation of the convalescent patients in hospital, or
to enable the medical officer to give instruction in the
duties of the ambulance service" ; and paragraph 41,
relating to ambulance service in time of war, reads :
" Ambulances shall be used only for the transporta-
tion of the sick and wounded, and, in urgent cases

only, for medical supplies; and all persons shall be
prohibited from using them, or requiring them to be
used, for any other purpose. It shall be the duty of
the officers of the Ambulance Corps to report to the
commander of the Army Corps any violation of the
provisions of this paragraph; and any officer who
shall use an ambulance, or require it to be used, for
any other purpose than as provided in this paragraph,
shall, for the first offence, be publicly reprimanded by
the commander of the Army Corps in which he may be
serving, and, for the second offeuce, shall be dismissed
from the service.
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The regulations go on to prescribe still further
their duties and their distinctive uniform, but enough
has already been said to show that the Corps is to be
established on a distinct and permanent basis, and
we have no doubt, that the corps will fully justify
its creation even if active service in the field should
never be required of it.

- 

ANOTHER NEW TREATMENT OF TUBERCU-
LOSIS, BY SULPHUROUS ACID FUMES.

It is probable that, as long as the bacillary theory
of phthisis has possession of the medical mind, there
will be no cessation of attempts to attack the specific
microbe, either by the breath or through the blood.
Great expectations were entertained of gaseous rectal
injections, and it was fondly hoped that few of Koch's
baneful parasite brood would be able to withstand that
mephitic hydrogen sulphide, attacking them, not a

fronte (which would be hardly safe for the patient),
but a tergo, during which process the bacilli would
stand a chance of being drenched with the foul gas
while taking its departure from the pulmonary cells.
It can hardly be said that these expectations have
been realized ; the bacilli do not die, but swarm in the
sputa, as numerously as ever. Such is the testimony
that comes to us from experts, both at home and
abroad. In fact, Bergeon's method seems already to
be on the wane, despite some temporary advantages
which are still claimed for it in some quarters.

More noxious to vegetative life even than sulphur-
retted hydrogen, is sulphurous acid, whose anti-para-
sitic and disinfectant properties have long been known.
It has, of late, been proposed to utilize this substance
in the combat with Koch's bacillus, and, in the few in-
stances of undoubted phthisis where it has been tried,
it would seem really to have done pretty thorough
work with the microbe-enemy, if we may trust the re-

ports.
Experiments with sulphurous-acid inhalations in

pulmonary tuberculosis date from the communication
of Dr. Sollard to the Academy of Medicine, March 8,
1887. In this communication, Dr. Sollard reports the
radical cure of a case of phthisis as the result of pro-
longed sojourn in a sulphurous atmosphere. The pa-
tient was a marine officer at Cherbourg. He had all
the signs of confirmed phthisis; there were, besides,
abundance of the characteristic tubercle-bacilli in
his sputa. Repeated daily inhalations, four hours at
a time, of the fumes of burning sulphur, in a close
room, cured him of his disease ; there was a total dis-
appearance of all the stethoscopic signs, of the consti-
tutional symptoms, and of Koch's bacilli. Since then,
Balband, of Cherbourg, has tried this method in eight
cases, reported in the Bulletin Général de Thérapeu-
tique (October 1st). In all these there has been
much improvement after four mouths' treatment, al-
though the Cherbourg physician has not noted any
marked diminution in the quantity of tubercle-bacilli
in the sputa. Moreover, Dr. Auriole, of Bellegarde-

du-Gard, has recorded seventy trials of these inhala-
tions in as many phthisical patients, and claims cures
in some cases, and amelioration in all.1

Sollard advises the following mode of procedure :
" In a close room, burn a quantity of sublimed sulphur
equal to from ten to twenty grammes per cubic meter;
then wait twelve hours, and, without opening the
doors or windows, admit your patients, and make them
sojourn eight hours in this room." Dujardin-Beau-
metz, who has made trials of this method in Cochin
Hospital, admits his patients to the sulphurous fumes
two hours after the combustion of the sulphur, of
which he uses, first five, then ten, then fifteen, then
twenty grammes per cubic meter. The patients are

kept four hours in this room. " Under the influence
of this treatment," he says, " we observe a speedy
change in the sputa. The cough diminishes, and the
patients sleep much better. They also have a better
appetite."

It might be supposed that these sulphurous inhala-
tions would be very irritating to the weak lungs of
the phthisical, that coughing would be promoted, and
that haemoptysis would be excited. It would seem

that none of these fears have been realized. Natu-
rally, apyretic cases have been chosen es the subjects
of this experimentation.

MEDICINAL LIQUID VASELINE.
A New Vehicle for Hypodermic Injections.
Hypodermic medicine seems likely to realize an

immense extension in the use, as an excipient for med-
icinal substances which it is desired to introduce sub-
cutaneously, of a petroleum product which comes from
Europe, and especially from the mountainous regions
of Russia, and is known as liquid vaseline. This is
one of the final products of the distillation of petro-
leum— coming over after paraffine

—

and is purified
by filtering through animal charcoal. Its solvent
powers are immense, multitudes of vegetable and min-
eral substances readily dissolving in it, and what ren-

ders this oil especially valuable is that it is not only
utirritating of itself, but it so sheaths and modifies
medicaments of a locally irritant character (rendering
them bland) as to constitute them suitable and safe
for hypodermic use.

Among the substances soluble in liquid vaseline, we

may enumerate, eucalyptol, iodoform, turpentine, phe-
nol, thymol, iodine, menthol, chloroform, ether, salol,
sulphide of carbon, sulphuretted hydrogen, myrtol,
cocaine, atropine, aconitia, caffeine, calomel, phospho-
rus, bromine, etc. Dr. Albin Meunier has most
patiently and successfully worked out the requisite
formulae for hypodermic injections with liquid vaseline
for their basis; among these formulae none seems to
have given better satisfaction in pulmonary and bron-
chial complaints than the combination of eucalyptol
with liquid vaseline; one part of the former to five of

• Bull. Gén. de TUér., t. oxiii, p. 166.
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the latter. Five cubic centimetres of this solution are

injected into the gluteal region night and morning,
and under this treatment has been noticed a marked
lessening of the cough and expectoration. A two-per-
cent, solution of iodine, in liquid vaseline is highly
spoken of in asthma, emphysema, the uric diathesis,
etc. ; the dose is one syringeful, to be injected into
the outer part of the thigh. A twenty-per-cent. solu-
tion of chloroform is recommended to be injected in
sciatica and other painful affections, and a ten-per
cent, solution of salol is well spoken of in sciatica.
The injections must be made deeply in the muscles.
There are formulae for bromine for antisepsis in diph-
theria, and calomel for administration in syphilis.

Bourneville and Bricon have recently published a

series of convenient formulae, with liquid vaseline for
basis, in their therapeutic manual, and the members of
the Société de Thérapeutique seem enthusiastic in
their praises of the new mode of treatment, which bids
fair greatly to add to our therapeutic resources by en-

abling us to use hypodermically multitudes of reme-
dies which heretofore could not be administered in
this way.

Liquid vaseline, according to Roymond, is the re-

sult of the depuration of the mineral oil of Baccou in
Russia. In distilling this oil, several intermediate
substances first come over (ethers and illuminating oils)
finally paraffine and liquid vaseline. The Germans
call the latter liquid paraffine.

- •-

MEDICAL NOTES.
— Since the last report one new case of cholera has

developed among the Alesia's passengers detained
under observation on Hoffman's Island, New York
Harbor. The case is a child, several other members
of whose family had the disease.

Another Italian emigrant steamer, the Britannia,
was detained under observation in New York harbor,
under suspicious circumstances, and two of her pas-
sengers are just reported as dying from cholera. There
are now three separate lines of steamers, besides sailing
vessels, plying between Palermo and Naples, and New
York. These steamers, as a rule, make the round of
the chief ports of Sicily,— Messina, Catania, and Pal-
ermo,— and then proceed to Naples whence they
depart for New York.

These steamers bring very large numbers of emi-
grants from the lower classes in Italy, and under ex-

isting circumstances
—

notwithstanding the season of
the year —they cannot be too carefully watched.

The United States Consul at Rome in a dispatch to
the Treasury Department, dated Sept. 21st, says:

" Cholera has prevailed in certain parts of Sicily
since the early spring. With the beginning of sum-

mer the disease appeared at some southern places on

the mainland, also in the environs of Naples, and
finally in that city early in August. Up to the present
time neither the government nor other authorities
give any information, statements, or bulletins con-

cerning it, with the exception of in Sicily, from
whence the associated press of Italy, under govern-
ment surveillance, telegraphs daily showings for the
chief cities of Sicily. Besides these chief cities —

Palermo, Messina, and Catania—I have the best
reasons for believing that many scattered cases of
cholera are now occurring daily, not only in Sicily,
but in many ports and places in the southern and cen-

tral portions of the mainland, notably south of a line
drawn from the Mediterranean opposite Rome across

to Ancona, on the Adriatic. The various Mediterra-
nean countries have now in force quarantines against
Italy, extending from five to twenty-one days, for
vessels from any port of Italy whatsoever. The sani-
tary measures of the Italian Government and local
authorities are energetically enforced, and are deserv-
ing of every praise.

" During the last four years Italy has suffered so

much from cholera and from quarantines, both for-
eign and domestic, that the present action of the
government in withholding information relating to
certain parts of the kingdom may be attributed to a

desire to carry out the results of experience, and not
to any lack of good faith. But at the same time it is
true that as regards information relating to the dis-
ease on the mainland, no facilities are given for arriv-
ing at the truth. . . . There is now a quarantine ob-
servation of two days for detached soldiers on fur-
loughs coining north of the line of railway between
Rome and Ancona. Otherwise, there are no restric-
tions in Italy on commerce or travel by land or sea,
except the prohibitory measures against old rags,
already reported to the Department. Vessels com-

municate freely between the infected and non-infected
ports of the kingdom."

—

Up to October 24th, about one hundred and
eighty cases of yellow fever had been reported at

Tampa, Florida, with twenty-seven deaths. The con-

struction of a temporary hospital building had been
authorized by the Marine Hospital Bureau, and a

sufficient staff of acclimated nurses to aid in caring
for the sick has since arrived from Savannah. At
the latest accounts the weather was reported as warmer

and more unfavorable, and the disease as spreading in
the better parts of the town and its suburbs.

—

A contemporary tells the somewhat remarkable
story of a physician who walked in his sleep, and at
one time had a patient some two miles distant, about
whom he was very anxious. It was in the coldest of
winter. One evening he found his patient in a very
unsatisfactory condition, and remarked to the family
that if he did not find him better the next visit, he
would change the medicine. On rising the next

morning, he went to the barn to put his horse into the
cutter. He was perplexed in finding his rigging some-

what misplaced, but supposed that some one had
thrown it about in search of a missing article. On
visiting the patient, he was gratified in finding a

marked improvement. He inquired when the improve-
ment commenced, and was answered, " Immediately
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after taking the powders which he had given in the
night." The truth flashed across him at once that he
must have been there in the night. Concealing his
emotion, he inquired with a careless indifference :
" About what time was it when I was here? " They
replied: " About two o'clock." This proved to have
been the case, as he afterwards was told by the family
where he boarded.

boston.

—

Dr. Joseph Bechtinger, is to give a lecture on
" True Leprosy, its Forms and Varieties from Per-
sonal Observations in different Parts of the World :

also on other medical subjects, to be illustrated by the
stereopticon." The lecture is to be given in Parker
Memorial Hall, Thursday evening, November 3d.
Tickets may be obtained at the janitor's office.

— We referred last week to the difference between
the cattle commissioners and the Cambridge railroad,
regarding cases of alleged glanders in the horses of
the company. Four of these animals were slaughtered
on October 19th, and after the autopsy had been held
a radical disagreement was found between Dr. Win-
chester, of the board, and Drs. Lyman, Harrison and
Bryden, the veterinarians employed by the road, the
latter gentlemen maintaining, it is said, that two of
the horses had not been afflicted with the disease. It
is reported that since the autopsy there is a difference
of opinion between the members of the cattle com-

mission as to the proper action to be taken by the
board. Dr. Winchester stated that his examination,
both before and after death, showed unmistakable evi-
dence of glanders, and that a suspicion of the exist-
ence of this disease should unfit horses for work and
association with healthy horses. In this view he
claims to be supported by several veterinary surgeons
who were present at the post-mortems. On the other
hand, Messrs. Levi Stockbridge, and A. W. Cheever,
the other members of the commission, acknowledge
that the diagnosis of Dr. Winchester, based upon his
ante-mortem and post-mortem examination, is correct,
so far as these examinations have revealed certain
characteristic marks, such as usually accompany
chronic glanders, but, judging from the appearance of
the quarantined animals, their general health and their
ability to work, they maintain that the marks do not
indicate their unfitness for service. The majority of
the board, therefore, does not believe in the necessity
of a wholesale slaughter. It was finally voted that a

communication be sent to the Cambridge road, order-
ing the release from quarantine of ninety-five of the
animals, and that the remainder of those in confine-
ment, some sixty or seventy in all, be isolated in a

separate stable, pending further examination, to begin
on Monday, October 24th.

NEW YORK.

—

Exercises will be held on the occasion of the
opening of the new buildings of the Skin and Cancer
Hospital, at the Country Branch, Fordham Heights,
near New York City, Saturday afternoon, October

29th, at two o'clock. The exercises will consist of an

address of welcome by the President of the Hospital,
an address on Cottage Hospitals by the President of
the Medical Board, Dr. A. Jacobi, reports of the
Medical Board and the Treasurer, and addresses by
Judge H. E. Howland and Rev. Dr. II. J. Van Dyke, Jr.

The Country Branch Hospital is situated at Ford-
ham Heights, about one mile above High Bridge, be-
tween Sedgwick Avenue and the old McComb's Dam
road, an hour and a quarter's drive from 59th Street
entrance to Central Park.

—

The following new appointments have been
made by the Directors of the New York Post-Gradu-
ate Medical School and Hospital. Dr. Robert Abbe,
Professor of Clinical Surgery; Dr. Henry D. Chapin,
Professor of Diseases of Children ; Dr. J. H. Gird-
ner, Instructor in Clinical Surgery ; Dr. O. M. Phelps,
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery.

—

St. Luke's day, October 18th, was celebrated at
St. Luke's Hospital by the inauguration, with appro-
priate ceremonies, of an annex to the building which
increases the accommodations for patients to about
two hundred. The addition has been erected with a

portion of the legacy of $100,000 left to the Hospital
by the late William H. Vanderbilt. During the past
year a number of free beds in perpetuity have been
established by various other friends of St. Luke's, and
the institution is in a flourishing condition. At the
annual meeting of the St. Luke's Hospital Associa-
tion, a rule was adopted, to the effect that in the fu-
ture, applications for the position of attending physi-
cian to the hospital shall be received only upon con-

dition that the applicant is not holding a position in
any other hospital.

PHILADELPHIA.

— A complimentary dinner was lately given to Dr.
J. Ewing Mears at the Hotel Bellevue. Professor J.
M. Da Costa, M.D., presided, and a large number of
the leading members of the profession were present.

Miscellany.
CONGRESS OF AMERICAN PHYSICIANS AND

SURGEONS.
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the

Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons, for
the purpose of organization, was held on October 5th,
in the Hall of the College of Physicians of Philadel-
phia. The special societies were represented as follows :

American Surgical Association, Dr. Claudius H.
Mastin, of Alabama.

American Otological Association, Dr. Cornelius R.
Agnew, of New York.

American Ophthalmological Association, Dr. D. B.
St. John Roosa, of New York.

American Laryngological Association, Dr. J. Sous
Cohen, of Pennsylvania.

American Neurological Association, Dr. L. Carter
Gray, of New York.

American Dermatological Association, Dr. I. E.
Atkinson, of Maryland.
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